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This roundtable brings together leading innovators in digital Faulkner scholarship to discuss their projects, but also the possibilities and problems of using digital technologies to study, teach, and edit Faulkner.  It also features a representative from the publisher of Faulkner’s novels.  Each participant will make a brief opening statement.  A robust discussion—with plenty of audience participation—will follow.  Digital Humanities scholarship is irreducibly collaborative, so please bring your questions and ideas.

Keith Goldsmith is executive director of academic marketing at Knopf Doubleday and an editor at Vintage International.  In his presentation, he will discuss how digital editions of Faulkner should facilitate and not interfere with the reader’s immediate connection with the text.  The technology brought to bear must respect the integrity of the work above all, while unobtrusively providing the convenience and versatility of making available searchability functions, references, social networking, and critical apparatus.  Outstanding issues regarding e-readers, formats and standards await resolution and are likely to postpone the roll-out of more elaborate electronic editions, though Knopf Doubleday is working on a general template for enhanced editions for the academic market.

Steve Knepper will moderate the roundtable.  He is a PhD candidate at the University of Virginia and humanities department chair at the Miller School of Albemarle.  He was a member of the main production team for Faulkner at Virginia: An Audio Archive.
John Padgett is associate professor of English at Brevard College and was perhaps the first digital Faulknerian.  He developed two indispensible web resources while a graduate student at the University of Mississippi: William Faulkner on the Web and The Mississippi Writers Page.  He will discuss how, since these projects’ initial development, a wealth of new content and digital technologies—including Wikipedia, YouTube, and Google—have appeared online, and higher education has begun to focus greater attention on the use of active learning strategies as a means to better engage students. Consequently, instructors in the humanities today face two principal questions on how best to use digital technologies in their teaching: How can digital content be used to enhance rather than to replace the reading of writers such as Faulkner, and how do we as classroom instructors make good use of all the digital information, much of which is not credible, now available instantaneously on the Web?   
Stephen Railton is professor of English at the University of Virginia and a true digital humanities pioneer.  His web projects include Mark Twain in his Times; Uncle Tom's Cabin & American Culture; an Absalom, Absalom! Chronology; and, most recently, Faulkner at Virginia: An Audio Archive.  In his presentation, he will give a brief overview of his two Faulkner projects, but the main feature will be a demonstration of a new online resource currently in development, Digital Yoknapatawpha.  One of his goals is to tempt other Faulkner scholars to join this project as collaborators.

Peter Stoicheff is professor of English and vice-dean of humanities and fine arts at the University of Saskatchewan.  He has written on hypertext theory and has edited The Future of the Page with Andrew Taylor.  His hypertext projects include The Prufrock Papers, Frankenstein, and The Sound and the Fury: A Hypertext Edition.  In his presentation, Professor Stoicheff will discuss the three main inquiries that spurred his Faulkner project. One was organizational: to model collaborative research group work at the graduate level in the humanities by bringing together students with a variety of computer skills and theoretical interests. Another was interpretive: to see how the digital environment might yield new insights into a “complex” text. A third was editorial: to identify the unique editorial issues raised by the ostensibly limitless space of the digital medium. 
 Links to Participants’ Faulkner Projects

Padgett

William Faulkner on the Web: http://www.mcsr.olemiss.edu/~egjbp/faulkner/
Mississippi Writers Page: http://www.olemiss.edu/mwp/
Railton

Absalom, Absalom! Chronology: http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/absalom/index2.html
Faulkner at Virginia: An Audio Archive: http://faulkner.lib.virginia.edu/
Stoicheff

The Sound and the Fury: A Hypertext Edition: http://drc.usask.ca/projects/faulkner/
