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Paper Abstract

Rethinking the “Never-Never”: William Faulkner, Africa, and A Fable
Africa haunts the pages of William Faulkner’s World War I era novel A Fable (1954) and is presented as a liminal, yet vital space in the text.  At one point in the novel, Faulkner introduces a group of Senegalese conscripts and describes them as looking like an “American blackface minstrel troupe dressed hurriedly out of pawnshops,” and elsewhere, he relates the early career exploits of Gragnon and the Old General in French Colonial Africa, referring to the continent as the “Never-Never.”  In both of these mentions of Africa and Africans, Faulkner curiously distances himself from the “reality” of what he is representing.  The Senegalese troops are likened to racialized “troupes” of American entertainers and sites of French colonization are tagged with a term that insinuates the unreal, imaginary and/or fantastic.  In this paper, I will interrogate Faulkner’s presentations of Africa in A Fable and seek to come to a deeper understanding of his representations of imperialism, racism, and globalization.       

In A Fable, Faulkner presents both ideologies and counter-ideologies of American neo-imperialism and also shows how the movement of people (e.g. Senegalese soldiers fighting on French soil and French soldiers in Africa) plays a critical role in relations between nation states and global regions.  Writing from a historical vantage point (1954) that was witness to the fall of traditional forms of European colonialism, the development of African nationalism, and the rise of American neo-imperialism, Faulkner transposes his contemporary concerns about these issues back onto the First World War.  In doing so, he manifests anxiety about the growing role of the United States as a world power, which began with the decline of Europe as a colonial power during the First World War, and came to fruition following the conclusion of the Second.

